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1. Claims 1-26 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: an audio data 
decoded in an MPEG system to be stored in a storage unit is supplied to an audio 
output via a filtering processing. For performing the filtering processing, presentation 
time interval of respective audio data is changed to conform to a user's designated 
playback speed, and the decoded audio data stored in the storage unit by being 
synchronized with the changed presentation time interval is written on an input queue in 
the set unit. . . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later ■ 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bland discloses a method and system for sampling rate 
conversion in digital audio applications. The method includes receiving a first digital 
audio signal including samples and having a first sampling rate. The method also 
includes outputting at least one sample from the first digital audio signal as part of a 
second digital audio signal, the second digital audio signal having a desired second 
sampling rate, the second sampling rate being higher than the first sampling rate. The 
method also includes incrementing a counter for each sample from the first digital audio 
signal that is output as part of the second digital audio signal. Ishikura et aL disclose " 
method of converting sampling frequency of digital signals. An input port receives input 
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data X, generates input packets by adding generation numbers and node numbers 
indicative of prescribed destinations, in the order of reception, and in addition, 
generates adata packet from a separately input clock signal. The input data packet is 
written to an image memory using the generation number in the packet as an address 
signal, or read from the image memory using the generation number in the data packet 
as ah address signal. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Brian Young whose telephone 
number is 571-272-1816. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike tokar can be reached on 571-272-1812. The fax phone number for ' 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) syst 

published applications may be obtained fronreither Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. < 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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